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should yet have remained secrets to you, I sus-
pected it the less because that certain ambassadors
(indeed, most of them) appeared to me so embar-
rassed, by the completing of their despatches,
that I should not have imagined they would have
disdained a supply, which was to be obtained with
so much facility. Satisfied also with having
informed you, thanks to lucky circumstances, of
the progress of the disease, in such a manner as
few ministers were informed, I despised those
particulars that were become public. But there
were some that were sufficiently interesting, rela-
tive to the two last days of the King, from which
a banquet might be prepared at an easy expense;
and the poignancy of which not death itself could
destroy; relating as they did to a mortal so ex-
traordinary, both in body and mind.

His disease, which would have killed ten men,
was of eleven months' continuance, without inter-
ruption, and almost without relaxation, after his
first fit of an asphyxic apoplexy, from which he
was recovered by emetics, and after which the
first word he uttered, with an imperious gesture,
was SILENCE. Nature made four different efforts
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